APPENDIX G

DESCRIPTION OF DEGREE REQUIREMENTS

Certification by the Arkansas Higher Education Coordinating Board (AHECB) is required to offer college-level courses leading to a degree that is customarily granted by colleges or universities accredited by an accrediting agency recognized by the U.S. Department of Education.  The following degree requirements are required of certified institutions. Further clarification of degree requirements can be found in AHECB policy “Criteria and Procedures for Preparing Proposals for New Programs in Arkansas.”
1.
Associate of Arts Degree (A.A.)
The degree is awarded for completion of college-level coursework that is
transferable toward a baccalaureate degree.  Typically, the field of study is
not specified in the degree title. The degree includes the general education
core of 35 semester credit hours (in Arkansas) or the home state
required/approved general education core curriculum that is similar to the
Arkansas core curriculum. The range of hours for an A.A. degree is 60 to
64 semester hours (90 to 96 quarter hours).

2.
Associate of Science Degree (A.S.)

The degree is awarded for completion of college-level coursework of which
the majority of courses and general education courses are transferable

toward baccalaureate degree.  Typically, the field of study is not specified in
the degree title. The degree includes the general education core of 35
semester credit hours (in Arkansas) or the home state required/approved
general education core curriculum that is similar to the Arkansas core
curriculum. The range of hours for an A.S. degree is 60 to 72 semester hours
(90 to 108 quarter hours).

3. 
Associate of Applied Science Degree (A.A.S.)

The degree is awarded for completion of college-level coursework that is 

designed primarily for direct employment. The program generally includes a
minimum of 15 semester credit hours of general education courses of the
home state required/approved general education core curriculum that is 

similar to the Arkansas general education core curriculum.
A minimum of 30-36 semester hours must be in a technical area. The
occupational field may be specified in degree title. The range of hours for an
A.A.S. degree is 60 to 72 semester hours (90 to 108 quarter hours). 

4.   Associate of Occupational Studies (A.O.S.)
The degree is awarded upon completion of a program of study which includes
occupational courses offered by an institution that requires between 60 to 72
semester credit hours (90 to 108 quarter credit hours).  The program
generally includes a minimum of 15 semester credit hours of general
education courses of the home state required/approved general education
core curriculum that is similar to the Arkansas general education core
curriculum. This degree is intended to serve as a flexible program option for students; individual courses may fulfill requirements for transfer toward a baccalaureate degree, direct employment, or educational enrichment.  
5.  Associate of Applied Science in General Technology (A.A.S.G.T.)

The degree is awarded upon completion of an individualized program of study to fulfill a unique career goal that cannot be met through the completion of a single program offered by the institution that requires between 60 to 64 semester credit hours (90 to 96 quarter hours). The program generally includes a minimum of 15 semester credit hours of general education courses of the home state required/approved general education core curriculum that is similar to the Arkansas general education core curriculum. There must be 24-30 semester hours in a major technical area. A maximum of 30 semester hours for experiential learning or work experience.  

6.
Baccalaureate Degree 
The degree is awarded upon completion of program requiring
120 to 136 semester hours (180 to 204 quarter hours). The degree includes
the general education core of 35 semester credit hours (in Arkansas) or the
home state required/approved general education core curriculum that is

similar to the Arkansas core curriculum. A minimum of 40 semester credit
hours (60 quarter credit hours) of upper-level courses is required.  A
minimum of 30 semester hours is required (45 quarter hours) (including 20
upper-level semester hours or 30 quarter hours) in the major field of study.

7.
Bachelor of Applied Science (B.A.S.)

The degree is awarded upon completion of program requiring 120 to 136
semester hours or 180 to 204 quarter hours that allows students holding an
Associate of Applied Science degree to apply the entire associate degree
toward the requirements of a bachelor’s degree. The degree includes the
general education core of 35 semester credit hours (in Arkansas) or the home
state required/approved general education core curriculum that is similar to
the Arkansas core curriculum.  A minimum of 40 semester hours (60 quarter
hours) of upper level courses in selected fields of study. The curriculum must
require mastery of skills and knowledge against specified performance
standards in at least one area or specific discipline.

8.
Bachelor of Professional Studies (B.P.S.)

The degree is designed as a flexible program option for students with earned
college credit (including technical and occupational courses).  It is awarded
upon completion of 120 to 136 semester hours (180 to 204 quarter hours).
The degree includes the general education core of 35 semester credit hours
(in Arkansas) or the home state required/approved general education core
curriculum that is similar to the Arkansas core curriculum. A minimum of 40
semester hours (60 quarter hours) of upper level courses in selected fields of
study. The curriculum must require mastery of skills and knowledge against
specified performance standards in at least one area or specific discipline.

9.  Master’s Degree 

The degree is awarded to students who complete a program of 30 semester credit hours (45 quarter credit hours) beyond the bachelor’s degree.  At least 50 percent of the program must be graduate courses.

10.
Specialist’s Degree 

The degree is awarded for completion of 30 to 42 semester hours (45 to 63 quarter hours) beyond the master’s degree but does not meet the academic requirements of a doctoral degree.

11. Doctoral Degree

The degree is awarded for completion of a minimum of 72 graduate semester hours beyond the bachelor’s degree or 42 graduate-only semester hours beyond the master's degree.  Program requirements must balance credit hours for required coursework, research, and dissertation preparation.

12. First Professional Degree

The first professional degree (law, pharmacy, medicine, and health-related professions) is awarded for completion of at least 60 semester credit hours of undergraduate coursework before entering the program, a minimum of 72 semester credit hours beyond the 60-semester hour entrance requirement, and completion of academic requirements to begin practice in the profession.

Certificates
Certificate of Proficiency/Endorsement

The Certificate of Proficiency or Endorsement is awarded for programs requiring 6-21 undergraduate semester credit hours. The program of study may be a stand-alone program or part of a technical certificate, associate degree or bachelor’s curriculum. Remedial/developmental education courses must be used for placement purposes only and cannot be used to fulfill certificate requirements.

Technical Certificate

The Technical Certificate is awarded for 21-45 undergraduate semester hours.

The program of study may be a standalone program or a part of an associate degree curriculum. The curriculum must require a demonstration of competency in communications (oral and written) and mathematics, and a mastery of skills and knowledge against specified performance standards in a specific area or discipline. Remedial/developmental education courses must be used for placement purposes only and cannot be used to fulfill certificate requirements. 

Certificate of General Studies

The Certificate of General Studies is awarded for 31-38 credit hours of

specified general education core courses successfully completed by students. The program will document the student’s mastery of skills and competencies needed to be successful in the workforce and function in today’s world. 

Advanced Certificate/Endorsement

The Advanced Certificate or Endorsement is awarded for 21-45 undergraduate semester credit hours. a planned program of study in a specialty area. Admission to the program requires an associate degree or higher, national certification in a technical specialty or other specifically defined postsecondary education requirements. The curriculum must require demonstrated mastery of skills

and knowledge against specified performance standards in a specific area or discipline. Program completion could lead to certification/licensure and recognition will be noted on the student transcript. 
Graduate Certificate/Endorsement

The Graduate Certificate or Endorsement is awarded for 12-21 semester credit hours. It includes a focused collection of courses which when completed affords the student a record of coherent academic accomplishment in a given discipline or set of related disciplines. Program completion could lead to professional certification/licensure and recognition of the award will be noted on the student transcript. The required courses must be part of the graduate curriculum of a university with graduate degree programs as part of its role and scope and must be taught by faculty with graduate faculty status. Admission and completion requirements must be based upon the policies of the Graduate School. If the certificate program is designed for professional certification or licensure, documentation of appropriate agency/board approval must be submitted. 
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